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$T. GEORGE’S CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION—Continued. 


If your efforts are successful in impressing religious truth on 
the minds of your pupils, you lay an instant foundation 
for happiness in this life, such as the votaries of sensuality and 
vice never can experience. You powerfully operate also 
on the general happiness of the community, which must be in- 
creased or diminished in proportion to the prevalence of religion 
and morality inthe minds and in the conduct of the individuals 
who compose it. Temperance, industry, frugality, decency of 
manners, are probable fruits of your exertions, beneficial to so- 
ciety, and conducive to individual happiness. These are bene- 
fits which should extort the approbation of those whose views 
extend not beyond the present state. But, my friends, if you 
yourselves have been awakened to the awful realities of a future 
state of existence ; if, enlightened by the word and spirit of God, 
you see this life in no other light than as a season of preparation 
for that which is to follow ; if you have realized in your expe- 
rience the depravity ofthe human heart, its proneness to every 
evil way, and thecertainty of the everlasting ruin of the soul, if 
it be not brought from its natural darkness into spiritual light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God ; if you believe that 
change which is indispensable to future happiness, to be the 
work of the spirit of God, and that the renewing and sanctifying 
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influences of that blessed agent are to be obtained by the diligent 
study of the sacred Scriptures, by constant prayer, by the use 
of all the means of grace ; if these be your impressions, what 
an unspeakable advantage must you perceive, in institutions like 
these. They assist in affording to your sinful fellow-beings 
these means } they become under God the instruments of their 
salvation. 

Next tothe assurance of your own interest in the mercies of 
redemption, can you conceive a greater recompense for your 
labours than that of being the honored agents of Jehovah, in the 
salvation of immortal souls ? 

Be faithful Teachers of the Sunday Schools, in sowing in the 
minds of your pupils, as their several ages and abilities may 
admit, the seeds of religious knowledge. In your more familiar 
communications you may impart many things to them, in a way 
more easy of comprehension, than the instructions of the pul- 
pit, which are generally adapted to maturer years, and more 
ripened understandings. 

I have reason to believe that your practice has anticipated 
these instructions, and that visible have been the effects of your 
faithful unwearied labour of love. . I rejoice also in the belief 
of another beneficial result of the undertaking in which you are 
engaged. It has been the means of bringing into acquaintance 
with each other the seriously and piously disposed among the 
younger part of the congregation. They thus become helpers 
of each other’s joys, bearers of each others burdens, in their 
progress towards the heavenly Canaan. Many a young convert 
to religion has had to regret, in lonely solitude, the want of are- 
ligious friend to be the depositary of his confidence, his adviser 
in his spiritual conflicts, his fellow traveller in the ways of ho- 
liness. 

These institutions, I would fain believe, now contain many, 
and I pray to God they may shortly contain many more, who, 
having known the delights of spiritual conversation with the 
humble followers of Christ, will rejoice in the opportunity of 
taking by the hand their brethren and sisters disposed to be- 
come their fellow labourers in the vineyard of usefulness— 
their fellow travellers to the happier country, where their 
labour shall meet its reward. 
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Your pastor, also, has not been, and is not now, without a pe- 
rental interest in countenancing and assisting your operations. 
He finds in the teachers of these schools some of the best sup- 
ports and encouragements of his ministerial labours. To ob- 
serve the progress of true piety in the younger part of his 
charge, to find frequent accessions to the number of those who 
have been constrained to abandon the vanities of life, and de- 
vote themselves to God, to have for the success of his ministry 
their prayers, and to witness and join in their endeavours to do 
good, are services of satisfaction of the most estimable nature. 

It is my earnest wish that your laudable past efforts may be 
eclipsed by the lustre of your new achievements ; that the num- 
ber of teachers may be enlarged, that your pupils may be mul- 
tiplied, and that, notwithstanding the unavoidable discourage- 
ments that may occasionally meet you in your progress, the 
Sunday Schools of this Church may continue to flourish and 
increase, and the labours of their conductors be rewarded with 
signal blessings from on high. Be much occupied in fervent 
prayer to God for these happy results. Without it you connot 
expect success. Prayer, serious, devout, importunate prayer 
is the means of its attainment. Be circumspect in your person- 
al habits and demeanour, evidencing by all your actions that 
your present engagements are the result of clear convictions of 
religious duty, and ardent desires to glorify God, and do good to 
the souls, as well as to the bodies, of your pupils. This will 
ensure acceptance to your prayers. ‘ If any man be a wor- 
shipper of God, and doth his will,” says St. John, * him he- 
heareth.” ‘ Whatsoever we ask of him,” says the same apos- 
tle, ‘* we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, 
and do those things, that are pleasing in his sight.” 


———s 
REPORT OF ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 


The Board of Directors of the Sunday School Association of 
St. George’s Church present this, the first Annual Report of 
their proceedings, to the association with mingled sensations of 
gratitude and hope. They are grateful to the Giver of all good, 
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for having been enabled, through the past year, to execute the 
trust reposed in them, by the attainment of some of the great 
objects of the association ; and they indulge the pleasing hope, 
that now the difficulties of new and untried measures are obvia- 
ted, the progress towards the accomplishment and permanent 
establishment of every object of the Society will be rapid and 
complete. 

This Association was instituted ‘‘ to encourage and support 
the Sunday Schvols attached to this church ; to interest the 
congregation in their welfare, to provide proper accommoda- 
tions for the scholars, both in school and in church, and te make 
the necessary arrangements for their instruction, and for the 
increase of their numbers, so as to extend the Sunday School 
system as much as possible.” 

A constitution formed for this purpose was adopted on the 5th 
of March, 1823, and subscribed by a respectable list of indivi- 
duals, both male and female, attached to this church. 

At the first meeting, on the 5th of March, 1823, the Rev. Dr. 
Milnor, our beloved pastor, (whose zeal in the support of Sun- 
day Schools is so well known,) took the chair, and opened the 
meeting with prayer, when the object of the meeting having 
been stated, Mr. Hill, as adelegate from the general committee 
of the Union Society, represented it asthe wish of that Society, 
that such associations might be formed in the several congre- 
gations. 

This was a gratifying commencement, as an agreement of our 
views and objects with those of the General Union Society, is 
so likely to be productive of general good. 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors, in May last, Mr. 
Smith reported that thirty-six prayer books had been obtained 
from the New-York Auxiliary Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society, and an offer was made from the agent of that Society to 


supply this Association with Bibles in case of need—which offer 


was thankfully acknowledged. 

At a subsequent meeting it was determined to divide the 
neighbourhood $f the church into districts; to each of which 
should be appointed one of the male members of the board to 
visit the houses of the district from time to time—to procure 
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scholars for the respective schools, and in the prosecution of 
their labours, to make themselves acquainted with the necessi- 
ties of the poor families therein—to counsel them, and in all 
cases of need or sickness, refer them to the proper institutions 
for relief. And thatto each district there should be assigned a 
female member of the Association, who should act in concert 
with the male local visiter, as occasion required. 

It was also determined that the male and female members of 
the Board respectively, together with other members of the 
Association, should be organized into male and female commit- 
tees, to visit the several schools, and to remain with the scho- 
lars during Divine Service, for the purpose of preserving order 
in church, and that these committees should be called Gallery 
Committees. 

Certain rules for the government of the Sunday School Gal- 
leries werethen framed, and have been acted upon by the re- 
spective committees with advantage ; but still there seems to 
be room for improvement in the plans of management of Sunday 
School children in church, it being difficult to preserve order 
among them, and much more difficult to interest them in the 
solemn services of the church, which they often disturb by 
their irregularities, notwithstanding the utmost endeavours of 
the committees to prevent them. 

The advantages of dividing the neighbourhood of the church 
into districts, and appointing visiters for each district, for the 
purpose before mentioned, have been very apparent. 

Many scholars have been procured for the schools ; the vi- 
siters have become acquainted with the necessities of many 
poor families, living in obscurity and want ; and have been 
enabled to relieve them, and to give them salutary advice and 
counsel ; and in one of the districts, where the visiter is a bene- 
volent physician, medical assistance and advice have been free- 
ly dispensed, and many poor children have been vaccinated, 
who were alarmed by reports of the small pox in their neigh- 
bourhood, and grateful for being relieved from the danger. 
The reports from that district are highly satisfactory :—they 
intimate that the gratification experienced in visiting the district, 
was very great ; that the visiter was received with civility in 
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every instance, and in many with warm expressions of gratitude : 
that some who had removed from other districts, were anxious- 
ly waiting for visiters to invite and direct their children to a 
Sunday School, and received the long expected invitation with 
the liveliest sensibility. 

This is as it should be ; and the Board hope it will operate 
as astimulus to other visiters, to ** go and do likewise.” ** They 
shall in no wise lose their reward.”’ It is not one of the least ad- 
vantages of the Sunday School system that it enables the christian 
to exercise a more diffusive benevolence than would be other- 
wise within his reach. There is a pride in the human heart 
which rejects tuo often the best counsel and advice directed im- 
mediately to the correction of its own errors or sins, and some- 
times even to the alleviation of its own wants : but when a visi- 
ter calls ona parent to do good to his child, what heart but the 
most obdurate and unfeeling can be unthankful or indifferent. 
If gratitude be excited to the visiter, it will lead to respect for 
the disinterested motive and object of his visit ; and this may 
lead to a love of the religion which inspired the motive, and this 
to the salvation of the soul of both parent and child. 

This does not always take place; but if it does some- 
times, (and that it does experience proves,) how high is 
the honour, and how great will be the reward of those who thus 
are the active instruments of turning these parents and children 
to righteousness :—‘ they shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever.” 

The subordinate good which is often effected by such visits, 
ought also to be a stimulus to Christians to engage in them. It 
is true, that all visiters are not able to administer. medical aid ; 
but all are able to direct those who need it where to findit. Be- 
sides the public institutions, there is in this association a visi- 
ter, who, being a physician, has expressed his desire that sick 
poor, and those to be vaccinated, may be sent to him, and he will 
cheerfully give them every necessary attention. 

The Board hope to be excused for saying so much on the vi- 
siting committees, because of the immense good they are calcu- 
lated to produce, and because more labourers are wanted in that 
important part of the vineyard ; and it seems to be necessary 
to excite attention to it. 
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The Board have the satisfaction of stating, that a library has 
been provided, and now belongs to this association: it is 
keptin the lecture room, belonging to St. George’s church ; itis 
accessible every Sunday afternoon, and on the evening of the 
weekly lecture after service ; and itis under the care of a libra- 
rian and assistant, appointed by this Board, with a committee of 
three persons. For particulars relative to the library, the 
Board refer to the report of the librarian. 

The books principally consist of donations. by individu- 
als ; but more are wanted, as some wear out and decay, and 
others are injured or lost: and, although the Board have made 
an appropriation of fifty dollars for the increase of the librarys 
it is hoped this will not lessen the zeal of the congregation in 
making donations. The advantages of a library are very con- 
siderable ; the privileges of it are excellent means of reward to 
those Sunday School pupils who deserve rewards ; and the loss 
of those privileges is felt to be a severe punishment to those who 
deserve it: besides which, the advantages of the library are en- 
joyed by the teachers and members of the congregation. 

A neat and appropriate plate for the use of the library, ena- 
bling us toinsert the name of the donor of each book in its 
front has been engraved, and presented by Messrs. P. Mave- 
rick and A. B. Durand, to this Association, for which their 
thanks were returned by the President and Secretary. 

A member of this church, and a friend of Sunday Schools, has 
given an excellent example worthy of being followed by others : 
he has given the proceeds of a fowling piece which amounted to 
thirty-five dollars for the use of the library ; if this benevolent 
individual has not literally converted ‘ his sword into a plough- 
share, or his spear into a pruning-hook,” he has acted in the 
true spirit of a disciple of the Prince of Peace, and the books 
which have been added to the library by this donation, will act 
as so many plough-shares and pruning hooks to uncultivated 
minds. 

Amongst the obligations which this Association is under for 
support and patronage, the Board have to state with pleasure 
the kindness of the Vestry, who have provided rooms and fuel 
gratuitously for the schools No. 6, 10, and 33: the aid and co- 
operation of the Vestry, in the laudable objects of this instita- 
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tion are as gratifying and acceptable to this Association, as they 
are honourable to themselves. 

The Board have provided accommodations for the schools 
No. 24 and 34, at the annual expense of twenty dollars each. 

‘A system of rewards has Leen adopted by the Board, which 
they have found very beneficial. 

¥ or a particular statement of the several schools, the Board 
refer tothe annual reports of the superintendents. 

In October last, a sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Milnor, at St. George’s church, for the benefit of the Sunday 
Schools under the care of this Association, and a collection 
was taken up, amounting to one hundred and sixty dollars 
and seventeen cents ; on which occasion the scholars were as- 
sembled in the church, and took a part in the exercises. The 
sum of fifty dollars was afterwards received as a donation to the 
same object, from Mr. Thomas H. Smith. 

Out of the moneys thus received, the Board paid over, to the 
Parent Institutions, the sum of one hundred dollars. As this 
payment may require explanation, the Board take this oppor- 
tunity of stating that those institutions supply our schools with 
the necessary school books. 

The Treasurer of this Association reports a balance in his 
hands of eighty-eight dollars and seventy one cents ; from this 
amount the appropriation made by this board, for the increase 
ofthe library, must be deducted, which will leave barely a 
sufficiency for the payment of the current expenses of the com- 
ing year. 

Thus have the Board presented to the Association a brief 
statement of their proceedings during the year that is past, 
agreeably to the constitution which requires it of them. They 
have avoided making any observation on the importance of the 
Sunday School system, because that importance seems to be 
acknowledged by the whole Christian world, as the printed 
surveys of Sunday Schools will show ; for they give a state- 
ment of nearly a million of Sunday School Scholars, and of one 
hundred thousand Teachers, exclusive of an immense number 
of schools not reported ; but the Board would say a few words 
on the value and importance of Sunday School Associations, 
with the hope that their usefulness may be extended. 
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There was an opinion gaining ground that the affairs of Sun- 
day Schools were intended to be chiefly confided to the young, 
and that the elder members of society were not expected to take 
any considerable share in them; but this would deprive the 
institution of some of the most valuable and important assistance, 
which the formation of Associations eminently shows. 

There are departments in the conduct of Sunday School con- 
cerns in which the experience of age is most wanted ; parti- 
cularly in the visiting department, and the intercourse with pa- 
rents and adult scholars ; besides which, the co-operation of all 
is requisite in providing rooms and accommodations, and sup- 
plying the means for carrying on the system. The werk isa 
glorious work; and ifin common concerns it may be truly said that 
what is worth doing at all is worth doing well, much more may 
it be said in those concerns which have for their immediate ob- 
ject the glory of God, and the salvation of man. 

There is another advantage flowing from such“associations 
which we must net omit to mention, and that is, the opportunity 
they afford to the members of the Church and congregation to 
which they belong to become acquainted with each other, and 
unite in promoting one common and laudable object. 

Those who meet every Sabbath-day in the same place, and 
join together in the same devotional services, have a bond of 
union which should be cemented by benevolence as well as piety ; 
and although our good will and christian affection ought to ex- 
tend and will extend in the heart of the true disciple of Christ, 
to all his fellow Christians, of every denomination, yet the scene 
of his active duties must be limited to a much smaller circle 
than his desires ; and what circle can be more interesting to 
him than that in which he statedly presents himself at the foot- 
stool of the throne of grace and mercy ? 

This Board, therefore, invites the co-operation of every meth- 
ber of the church and congregation, who can be useful in pro- 
moting the glorious cause of Sabbath School instruction, wHich 
has for its legitimate object the glory of God, in the salvation of 
man ; and we have the sacred promise of Him whom we profess 
to serve, that “‘ he who converteth the sinner from the error of 
his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN—continued. 


Did Jesus Christ die to save us? 
Don’t yeu want to hear some- 
thing about him—h/ow he died ? 

But first I must tell you, that every 
body in the whole world was so! 
bad, that God said they must die, | 
and after that be miserable for- 
ever; for when God tells them 
in the Bible, they must not swear, 
they will swear, and say bad 
words; when he tells them they | 
must pray to him, and love him, 
they won’t pray to him nor care 
any thing forhim. So God look- 
ed down from Heaven, to see if 
there were any that minded him, 
and all were bad; there was no- 
body good, for we are thinking 
bad, and doing bad, and talking 
bad all the time, and people who 
do so, must be punished, and 
can’t go with God, who is so good 
and holy. 

But then who was so good as to 
pity usand feel sorry to see us 
all going todestruction ? 

God himself ; though we behave so 
bad to him ; when you learn to 
read the Bible, you can read all 
about it, how much God loved us 
when we hated him. 

And when God was so sorry for us, 
what did he say he would do to 
save us and make us good that 
we might go to Heaven and live 
with him? 

He sent his own Son to die instead 
of us as I told you before. What 
is the name of this Son of God ? 

And now I shall ask you, about 
what I have told you, to see if 
you attended to me. 

Is every body in the whole world, 
good or bad ? 

Are you good ? 

What did God say must be done to 
us all, because we are so bad ? 
When God tells people in the Bible 

they must not swear, do they 





mind him ? 


When he tells them they must pray 
to him and love him, do they ? 
Where can we read what God 
wants us todo, and what we must 

not do? 

Are there some people that don’t 
get drunk, nor swear, nor tell 
lies ? 

Are they good if they don’t love 
God ? 

No: if we dont fight and say bad 
words, and steal and get drunk, 
yet if we don’t love God and pray 
to him and go tochurch, we shall 
never go to Heaven. 

Well, when God looked down from 
Heaven to see if there was 
any body that cared for him or 
loved him, did he find any body 

- 


What are we doing all the time ? 

Then what did he say must become 
of us ? 

And must we go there; did nobody 
pity us? 

Where can we read all about how 
God pitied us and loved us, 
though we are so bad to him ? 

And what did he do to save us and 
make us good ? 

And now I am going to tell you all 
that our Lord Jesus Christ did 
for us wicked sinners, and if you 
will not listen to me, and keep 
still, and think about what I am 
telling you, I must stop and not 
talk to you any more, jor I can- 
not dare to talk of Ged and Jesus 
Christ to children who are play- 
ing and wjll_not mind me; and 
when I tell you all that he did, 
you must try to think ‘“ Jesus 
Christ did it because I am so bad, 
and I won’t bea bad child any 
more, but I will love him and 
pray to him to make me good.” 
Will youdo so? 

First, Jesus Christ came into the 
world a little baby, and his mo- 
ther was poor, and he was born 














in a stable, and instead of a nice 
warm cradle, as other little ba- 
bies have, he was laid on straw 
in a manger; you know what a 
manger is; and then he was so 
good that he minded all that was 
said to him, though he need not 
have minded, for he was God ; 
remember always that Jesus 
Christ is God, the great and high 
God ; don’t forget that. But he 
was a man too, and he kept all 
God’s laws, and never once did 
any thing bad. Oh! he was so 
good as nobody ever was besides 
him in this world, and as soon as 
he was grown up a man, he went 
about doing good, and he cured 
all the sick people, and he made 
blind people see, and deaf people 
hear, and lame people walk, and 
he cared for the poor, and the 
sick, and told them all about 
God, and prayed for them, and 
talked to them, and many times 
he would go all day hungry, just 
to talk to the people, and do them 
good. 

When any body is talking about 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
should not children be still and 
think about it? 

What should they think when they 
hear all that Jesus did? 

Did you think so when I was telling 
you about him? Oh! think how 
much he did for you, and yet you 
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won't just think about him one 
little minute. 

Was our Lord a little baby when 
he came down from Heaven to 
save us and make us good ? 

Was his mother rich ? 

Was he born in a house ? 

Had he a nice warm cradle as 
other little babies have ? 

What was he laid in? 

Do you remember the little hymn, 
beginning ‘ Hush my dear, lie 
still and slumber?” There is a 
very pretty verse in it which 
says, 


“ Soft and easy is thy eradle, 
Coarse and hard thy Saviour lay 

When his birth-place is a stable, 
And his softest bed was hay.” 


Did he ever do any thing that was 











bad ? 


| Is Jesus Christ God ? 


Was ever any body as good as he? 

When he was grown up a man what 
did he do? 

What did he do for the blind people? 

And what for the lame people ? 

What for the sick and poor peo- 
ple? 

Did he pray for any of them or tall 
to them? 

And now if you want to be like him 
you must help sick people aud 
poor people too. 








SUNDAY SCHOOL AFFAIRS IN NEW-YORK. 


The following discussion took place at a late meeting of the 








association of Sunday School Teachers, on the question—Who 
are the most proper visiters from Sunday Schools? The ques- 
tion was opened by a teacher, who thus stated his views of this 
interesting topic: ‘* It has been decided in this society that 
the success of teachers depended mainly on visiting the families, 


connected with their Sunday Schools. 


Let us view this subject 


in its several bearings, considering the teacher as the most suita- 


ble person, and the one best adapted for all its purposes. The 
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benefits then resulting from visiting are three-fold. ist, Tothe 
parents. 2d. To the child. 3d. To the teacher. Tothe parents 
it gives a more familiar acquaintance with the high objects of the 
institution, and induces a consequent attachment to the School 
as a beneficial privilege to their children ; it creates a stronger 
regard for the teacher, and a better reliance upon him for the 
faithful performance of the task he has willingly assumed ; while 
the beneficial effects on the scholar are, love of his teacher, and 
a laudable ambition of being noticed by him, and commended for 
his attention and correct behaviour at home and at school. To the 
teacher it gives a knowledge of the habits and disposition of the 
child, and the character and circumstances of the parent ; the 
value of which, experience alone can convince him. From 
these premises it is evident, that the result being such to the 
teacher, as here mentioned, he is the only proper visiter from 
the school, inasmuch as it renders him better acquainted with 
the concern he has in hand, and the more capable of conducting 
it. Considered in the light of a benefit to the parents, who can 
come to them more acceptably than the actual personal instruc- 
tor oftheir children ? Who can better acquaint them with the 
objects of the institution, and give them a more correct detail 
of the rules and plans of their particular school, or of the pro- 
gress of the children, their merits and their faults? For all these 
purposes it is evident that the class teacher alone is competent ; 
and who would they more naturally be pleased to see as a visi- 
ter from-the school, if not the teacher? The most ignoble 
among our Sunday Scholars will, doubtless, feel a touch of am- 
bitious pride as he sees his teacher approaching his house: and 
he will say to his companion, ‘ that’s my teacher,’ and running 
before him to his parent, he will exultingly exclaim, here comes 
my teacher. Alter the circumstance, and you will destroy the 
interest. For example, a visiter from the school approaches ; 
the child indifferently points him out to his fellow, if he knows 
him at all ; (which is not probable) then allows him to pass almost 
unheeded by, and how differently then will he report his ap- 
proach. Where is the exulting look and animated tone of ‘ here 
comes my teacher.’ They are changed for words like these, cold- 
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ly uttered, ‘mother, here comes somebody from the Sunday 
School.’ This single fact speaks loudly in favour of my posi- 
tion, and seems to me to decide the question. But what 
effect has it onthe teacher? I may say itis all, and every thing. 
It informs him, gives him experience, and fits him the better for 
his work ; affords him new and valuable advantages, and above 
all, it ¢néeres¢s him in the cause. Indeed, I cannot well under- 
stand how a teacher can feel interested as he ought, without vi- 
siting. This last advantage is one of the greatest weight, and I 
think the strongest plea in its favour ; and here doubtless is the 
reason why the teacher who begins with much Zeal, soon re- 
tires dissatisfied ; he has not allowed himself patience and per- 
severance to survey the rich field of his stewardship. He does 
not attempt to explore it: perhaps a single walk over the field 
allotted him would have quite convinced him that he could be 
useful, and might introduce him to some rich discoveries, that 
would seem to offer him a pleasing hope of success in his la- 
bours.”” In connexion with these remarks, the opener of the 
question stated several evidences from his personal experience 
in visiting his own class, which he did regularly once a week 
on Saturday ; all of them most happily illustrated and enforced 
his position; among others, he stated, the pleasing results 
among several formerly careless and indifferent families, who 
soon greeted him with a cordial welcome on the expected day ; 
the arrangement and economy of their apartments gave ample 
evidence of the respect and regard they had for the visiter, be- 
cause he was the children’s teacher. The boy, who at first was 
always at play, and ifseen at all, was dirty and ragged, was now 
kept home, made ready, and waited to see his teacher. He re- 
marked, in conclusion, [ have now laid the question plainly be- 
fore the meeting, according to the views my experience has 
supplied. Much more might be said on all these points, but I 
think the facts | have mentioned, (for which I vouch my personal 
experience) point emphatically to the teacher, saying, ‘‘ there, 
is the most useful visiter from your Sunday Schools.”” A super- 
intendent replied, that although he approved of the sentiments 
that had been offered, yet he thought much might be advanced 
in favour of visiting otherwise. That an appointed visiter left op- 
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portunities for the teachers to give their time to other useful pur- 
poses ; one advantage on the part of such avisiter was more com- 
plete leisure to perform his duty, not having it connected with 
the cares of teaching ; and also a farther facility was obtained 
by having a particular district assigned him, and compactly un- 
der his controul, while the teacher visiting, might find the objects 
of his pursuit in every different direction. He allowed that no 
teacher could expect to have the same influence with his class 
without visiting, for it would be as it were, rowing against wind 
and tide—an opposition scarcely to be contended with; for 
without a knowledge of the habits and dispositions of his scholars, 
the teacher was quite in the dark, and could not succeed with 
success or safety. A social acquaintance would quicken affec- 
tion on either side: this can only be understood by those who 
visit. He thought that special visiters, not otherwise connected 
with the school, was a plan that had more advantages than had 
been generally allowed, in the opinion of others. He would 
state, however, that the teachers connected with his school, 
found much facility in the plan of visiting on Sabbath afternoon. 
They usually made two visits after the hour of worship, at 
which time the whole family was likely to be at home, and at 
leisure : this plan, he thought, offered amore suitable season 
and opportunity than working days in the week ; and a teacher, 
by so occupying his time, might visit all his class in a month. If 
teachers were to be visiters, he would strongly recommend the 
practice. 
(To be continued. ) 





STORY OF BENEVOLUS—continued. 


The following anecdotes, said the superintendent, are strong 
arguments in favour of my method of treating juvenile delinquents. 
Two of my boys, Charles and Edgar L. had behaved very impro- 
perly during divine service, and persisted in their fault although 
they were repeatedly reprimanded by theirteacher. After the 
congregation were dismissed, these boys were detained, and 
when I had sent away the rest of the scholars, I called them 
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upto me, and sitting down on a bench, I placed one each 
side, and as near as! can recollect addressed them as follows : 
Do you not know that one of our rules is, to be always still, and 
do you not know, that our first rule is to mind your teacher? 
You first broke the rules of the school, you have disobeyed your 
teacher, you ought to come here to listen to the man of God, 
who comes to teach you to be good, and to show you the way 
to Heaven, you will not listen yourself nor let others hear. 
You know, as well as I do, that it would be impossible for us te 
teach a Sunday School, were all the boys to do as you have done ; 
and I think it would certainly be unjust not to punish you for the 
great crime you havethis day committed. At the mention of the 
word punishment, the younger of the two looked as if he would 
have absconded, if he had an opportunity, and the eldest as if 
he would have punished me if he dared. I dwelt particularly 
on this, that I not only disliked to punish them, but that I would 
much rather receive the punishment myself, than think that 
after all the pains I had taken to instruct them, and to keep them 
in the right way, that they would still disobey me. And it was 
more painful to my heart than any punishment that could be in- 
flicted upon my body—and how great will be your mother’s 
grief, my dear boys, when she hears of your misconduct. If 
you would only think, for a moment, how happy your mother 
would be to hear of your good behaviour, how rejoiced I should 
feel ; and it is so easy tomake me glad and your mother too, 
who loves youso much. You could make her heart glad; and 
would you not like to make your dear mother happy? They 
still remained sullen, and did not appear to be at all affected, 
Ihad expected that the mention of their mother would have 
touched their feelings, and now there remained but one resource, 
to forgive, had I punished them I might have acted justly to- 
wards them, but would that have carried any conviction to their 
minds ? They thought of nothing but the punishment they were 
to receive, and perhaps were determined in their own minds, if 
they were punished this time, they would play truant so as not 
to be in danger a second time ; therefore, taking them each by 
the hand, I said slowly and emphatically, I forgive you both, 
and if you are sorry, anddo so no more, may God forgive you, 
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and your mother and [ willbe so happy. ‘These words werese 
unexpected, they acted like an electrical shock. When I had ta- 
ken their hands, they had shrunk back and exerted themselves to 
release their hands, but when they heard the word forgive, the 
blood that anger had called, flew from their cheeks, and they both 
burst intotears, it was a triumph of mild and temperate discipline ; 
it was even more than | had expected;I was now assured that they 
were truly punished, for they felt a deeper wound than the 
marks of the rod, and more lasting in its effects ; they wept, and 
their tears were those of soul-felt penitence. 

Thus, sir, | gained my object, and accomplished more than I 
could expect from corporal punishment ; and [ am convinced 
that a mild and forgiving disposition, patient and even temper, 
with a little discretion, will be found by Sunday School Teach- 
ers, if they will only give it a trial, much more effective than 
sternness, inflexibility, and force. But it would be much better, 
said B., to gain such a victory over the boy’s feelings in pre- 
sence of the whole school ; could it be done, it would be 
preferable : It would be better, but it cannot be done. 
There are always a sufficient number of boys in every 
school, who would laugh at any thing of the kind; it 
would be very difficult to keep a boy’s attention fixed upon you 
for any length of time, and if they saw one boy laugh at them, 
it would destroy all the impression your words might make 
upon them. The next thing to be considered is the difficulty of 
maintaining perfect silence in the school, which is always neces- 
sary in an affair of this description ; few boys can be found whe 
would not be made more obstinate and hardened by being re- 
primanded in public. [have seen boys myself laugh when re- 
primanded by the visiter who was a stranger to the boys, and 
who might be expected to produce a more striking effect thana 
reprimand from one whom they had been accustomed to see. 

The effect of mental punishment can be seen in the following 
anecdote : John B. was a restless, troublesome and very inat- 
tentive boy. Nothing that we could do was sufficient to keep 
him in his seat or make him look on his book ; his teacher kept 
him in school when the rest of the scholars had been taken to 
church ; the doors were locked, the windows were closed, and 
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he was left with his teacher who ordered him to stand up ona 
bench ; a book was given him, and he was told as a punishment 
for his restlessness and inattention, and since he was determin- 
ed to stand upin school hours, and not look on the book which 
was given him, he must stand up one hour on the bench, and 
he must hold his book up in his hands, but must turn his head 
either one way or the other so as not to be able to see the 
book ; he was told that the reason of this was to tire him so that 
he might wish to sit down when he came in the afternoon, and 
that by keeping his head turned to one side or the other, he 
might perhaps be inclined to keep it straight for the other part 
of the day ; had this been done in school, perhaps he would have 
stood on the bench and made wry faces, or the boys would have 
made wry faces at him, which would have been equally as bad; the 
boy in amoment after he stood up, began to cry, the reason was 
he had nothing to engage his attention, but the thoughts of the 
punishment ; and, indeed, from practice [ know that the punish- 
ment is increased ten fold. As the boy held the book in his hands, 
he was the most pitiful object | had ever seen, the tears running 
down his cheeks, the silence of the place, no answer to his cry- 
ing but the echo, and his thoughts of having to stay there an hour 
were, in such a situation, to him insupportable ; he turned his 
face first one way and then the other, increasing his crying 
every time his eye met the book. 

After he had been standing about five minutes, which to him 
appeared tedious as hours, he asked his teacher if the hour was 
up yet—when he was told not more than five minutes had elaps- 
ed, he hung his head in silent disappointment. Such a moment 
as this, was well adapted to reproof, the tone of mind, the dark- 
ness, the silence, the slow impressive voice of the teacher as he 
calmly and tenderly told the boy his duty, produced an effect 
upon the child’s mind almost indelible. This, said the superin- 
tendant to B., is the system of punishment ; inflict it on the mind, 
not on the body, make them think of their crime, not of its pun- 
ishment. I give you this word of advice, let your punishment 
be given mildly, your reproof tenderly, your advice affectionate- 
ly, and it will always have double weight, and your work will 
be done effectually. A. 

May 25, 1824. 

Vol. I. 27 
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THOUGHTS ON EARLY RISING. 


The order of Sunday Schools is too often déranged by the 
late appearance of the teachers at their posts, which, doubtless, 
in many cases, may be referable to late rising. 1 would present, 
for the consideration of such, and the imitation of all, the follow- 
ing holy patterns from the divine records ; from which it ap- 
pears that Patriarchs and Prophets, and holy women of old, fol- 
lowing the steps of their divine exemplar ia the pursuit of their 
pious duties, went ardently and early to their holy work, strict- 
ly according to the apostle’s memorable precept, ‘ not sloth- 
ful in business” —** fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” Let S. 
School Teachers “ go and do likewise.” Let their first and 
earliest occupations be with God, that they may be kept unspot- 
ted from the world “‘ and thus entering early on their labour of 
love, before the temptations of the world alienate their hearts 
from duty, they shall have done something, however little, to 
the praise of the master whom they serve, who requireth ina 
steward, ‘* that he be found faithful.” 

‘* Jesus came unto the mount of Olives ; and early in the 
morning he came again into the Temple ; and all the people 
came unto him, and he sat down and taught them.” (John viii. 
1, 2.) 

** And all the people came early in the morning to Him, in the 
Temple, for to hear Him.” —(Luke xxi. 38.) 

*«* And they (the Apostles) entered into the Temple, early in 
the morning, and taught”—(Acts v. 21.) 

‘“* And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Ma- 
ry the mother of James and Salome, had bought sweet spices 
that they might come and anoint Him, and very early in the morn- 
ing the first day of the week, they came unto the Sepulchre at 
the rising of the Sun.””—(Mark xvi. 1.) 

», Abraham got up carly in the morning, to the place where he 
stood before the Lord.”’—(Gen. xix. 27) 

», Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he 
had put for his pillow, and set it up fora pillar, and vowed a 
vow.’’—(Gen. xxviii. 18.) 

1» Moses rose up earlyin the morning, and builded an altar”.— 
Exod. xxiv. 4.) 
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‘¢ Joshua rose up early in the morning.” —(Josh. iii. 1.) 

* Jobrose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings, 
according to the number of his sons.’’—(Jobi. . 5.) 

« Thus did Job continually.”—(Job i. 5.) 

The pious Psalmist says, “*My voice shalt thou hear in 
the morning, O Lord ; in the morning will 1 direct my prayer 
unto thee and look up ; and again, thou art God, early will I seek 
thee.” —(Psalms 5. 3. & 63. 1.) 


[To the Editor of the S. S. T. Magazine.] 
Baltimore, May Ist. 


Dear Sir—The task of 8. S. Teachers has been, generally 
speaking, but little respected ; since, however, the difficulty 
and importance of sucha task have been made known, and suita- 
ble preparation in those engaged in the work is acknowledged 
and regarded with the attention it deserves : it has risen in pub- 
lic estimation, and as the means of acquiring useful knowledge 
relative to plans of government, andinstruction, have greatly in- 
creased, we may flatter ourselves with the assurance of ulti- 
mate success. 

I know of no means more likely to be useful in disseminating 
this information than your Magazine: should the following remark 
throw any light upon a subject that has engaged my attention 
please to give them a place. oO. 


THE NECESSITY OF PERSPICUITY IN S. S. TEACHERS. 


The first instructions given to young people may be consider- 
ed as a primary kind of preaching, more difficult than is general- 
ly imagined, and oftentimes more useful than the brightest and 
most laboured discourses. The effect of perspicuity does 
not consist in making ourselves understood, but in speaking in 
such amanner that wecannot be misunderstood. The S. S. Teach- 
er who teaches children the first elements of religion, cannot be 
too clear and intelligible. No thought or expression should 
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fall from him above their capacities. Every thing ought to be 
adapted to their strength, or rather I. might say to their weak- 
ness. They must say but few things to them, express them 
clearly, and repeat them often : they should not speak hastily,or 
with rapidity, but pronounce every syllable distinctly ; give 
them short and clear definitions, and always in the same words ; 
make the several truths evident to them by known example, 
and familiar comparisons ; speak little to them, and make them 
speak a great deal, which is one of the most essential duties of 
a teacher of youth, and the least practised. 

We must call to mind the happy saying of Quintillian ‘* thata 
child’s mind is like a vessel with a narrow neck, in which no 
water will enter, if poured abundantly into it, whereas, it fills in- 
sensibly, ifthe liquid be poured gently, or even by drops.” The 
teacher must proceed gradually from these easy steps to some- 
thing bolder and more elevated, according to the children ; but he 
must always take care to adapt himself to their capacity, and to 
descend to them, because they are not in a condition to raise 
themselves to him. This task, thus to teach the young who 
very often want either capacity or attention, the first principles 
of religion, there is nothing more tedious or distasteful to a 
teacher of genius, who may have a great deal of vivacity. But 
did not that great apostle ofthe Gentiles, St. Paul, in imitation 
of our God, manifested in the flesh—(1 Cor. ix. 22.)—make 
himself weak with the weak, in order to gain the weak ; and 
must not others have had the same patience with us, when they 
taught us the alphabet and catechism, &c. Is it agreeable to a 
father to stammer out half words with his infant son, in order to 
teach him to speak ; yet this gives him pleasure. Call to mind 
the tenderness of a hen, who covers her young ones with her 
extended wings ; and hearing their feeble cries, calls them with 
a tremulous note, in order to shelter them from the bird of prey, 
who, unrelentingly, snatches away such as do not fly for 
safety to their mother’s wings. Lastly, the love and charity of 
Christ who veuchsafed to apply this comparison to himself, has 
been infinitely more extensive—(Math. xxiii. 37.) 
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Extract from Wardlow on Ecclesiastes. 


This is what we must represent, says St. Austi 


weakness of children, and repeat incessantly to th 
trite things, run them over one hundred times.t 

pens, continues thesame father, ‘ that we take a s 
sure, on showing friends newly arrived at the city 
whatever is beautiful, uncommon or curious ; andt 


otherwise appear exceedingly tiresome ; and give 


ourselves, all the graces of novelty.””. Why shoul 


when the thing proposed tends towards making 
known to men, who ought to be the end of all ou 
and all our studies ? 


aE 


EXTRACT FROM WARDLOW ON ECCLESIAST 


Eccles. 7. 


shouldest thou die before thy time ?” 


do not assume an appearance of too much wicke 
prudently. 


that we may be wicked if we keep within bounds. 


heart. 
+ Scripturally illustrated. ‘line upon line; precept 
here alittle and there a little,”——Isaiah xxviii. 10. 13. 


is contrary to words. 


contraries. 
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n,* to our- 


selves, when we are weary of descending to the puerility and 


em the most 
It often hap- 
ingular plea- 
we live in, 
he sweetness 


of friendship diffuses a sacred charm over things which would 


s them, as to 
d not charity 


produce the same effects in us that friendship does, especially 


God himself 
r knowledge, 


ES. 


16, 17—** Be not righteous over-much ; neither 
make thyself over-wise : why shouldest thou destroy thyself 
‘** Be not over-much wicked; neither be thou foolish; why 


9» 


This seems to be an instance ofserious and impressive Irony ; ¢ 
of which the subject is, the line of conduct most prudent to be 
pursued ; supposing the end in view to be the securing of favour, 
honour, and prosperity in the world. Religion is a matter in 
which the world is fond of moderation: beware then of assu- 
ming an appearance of sanctity greater than they approve of. So 


Deal 


dness : 


The 17th verse must be ironical: it cannot possibly mean 


* St. Austin’s admirable treatise upon the method of instructing cate- 
chumens, ought to be read by all who have the tuition of the young at 


upon precept: 
(Ed.) 


* Trony—(from Ironie, French) amode of speech in which the meaning 


SWIFT. 


Ironical—Expressing one thing, and meaning another—speaking by 


BROWN. 
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Read ch. 11. v. 9, 10. as an instance of Irony. (Rejoice, O 
young man in thy youth, &c.) and read 1 Kings,ch. 18. Elijah’s 
Irony. 

And to show the impossibility of being ‘* righteous over much” 
read 2 Cor. 5. 17.—1 John 11.3.—Phill. 3. 13, 14.—Col. 3,4. 
—Rom. 12. 1, 2.—Gal. 5. 24.—1 John 2. 15—Matt. 6. 24.— 
James 4. 4.—2 Cor. 7. 4.—2 Pet. 1. 5. 7.—Rom. 14. 7,8. 

Wardlow. 

Can a manttove God too much ; be too spiritually minded— 

too benevolent ? 


SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 


The beautiful effects of that ‘grace and truth that 
eame by the Son of man, and that has appeared unto all 
men, teaching them to deny themselves all ungodliness, 
and to follow peace and holiness,” is predicted in terms 
most simple and expressive by the prophet Isaiah—* the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad—it shall blossom 
as the rose, and instead of the briar shall come up the myr- 
tle tree.”’ ‘‘ The spirit that is from above, is pure and peacea- 
ble,” and while it adorns, brightens and purifies the soul—it 
directs the child of God in all things to adorn the grace and doc- 
trine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘‘ The lion and the 
lamb lie down together, and a little child leads them.” An an- 
gry Saul becomes full of compassion ; and love and mercy pos- 
sess the soul that was before agitated with storms of passion— 
the demoniac sets at the feet of wisdom, ‘‘ clothed and in his 
right mind ;”’ thus it is, that the grace of God working in his chil- 
dren to do his will, leads them to be “ pleasant and lovely in 
their lives.”” ‘* The Ethiopian changes his skin, and the leopard 
his spets ;” old things pass away, and behold all things become 
new ; and in the language ofthe Psalmist—‘* The Lord takes the 
poor, the abject and the despised, that he may set them among the 
princes of the ‘people.”” This pleasing renovation is often dis- 
cernable in the walks of the S. S. Teacher ; his toils are some- 
times rewarded. with beholding the children of his tender care 
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“« growing upas olive plants, and bringing forth fruit in their sea- 

son,” but how worthy our admiration, and love,when we see 

this delightful change take place in those who have been hi- 

therto despised and rejected of man, considered often as the off- 

scourings of the earth”’ fellow-men—yet often considered such as 
the world would “ disdain to set among the dogs of their flock,” 
but the thoughts of God are not.as the thoaghts of man, and often 
do we behold many of the oppressed sons of Africa, partaking of 
“the glorious liberty of the son’s of God’ Many interesting 
circumstances occur in the schools for coloured adults : the 
following is of recent occurrence :-— 


THE AGED SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 


A visiter noticed an aged negro conning over the holy page 
with the most ardent and diligent devotion ; ‘* what, do you think 
to learn to read, old man ?” said the visiter : he replied “‘ O yes, 
massa, me soon learn to read now.” ‘* But do you know anything 
about the Bible ?” ** Yes, massa I know—God teach me himself 
long before, and make me love de truth—but I do so want to 
read this blessed book before Idie !” Hope, prayer and praise 
was in his look as he said it ; and he again turned to his lesson as 
alittle child. What a commentary on the gospel precept— 
‘ press forward toward the mark, for the prize of the high cal- 
ling in Christ“Jesus :’? and what are the pious desires thus ex- 
pressed by the poor and ignorant negro, but the very thoughts 
of the Psalmist : ‘“*O how I love thy law !—it is my meditation 
all the day—how sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey tomy mouth !’’—(Psalm cxix, 103.) 


THE PIOUS STAGE DRIVER. 


A traveller taking the outside seat of the coach, and next the 
driver, an honest looking negro, of sober demeanour, and neat 
apparel, soon perceived from the tenor of his remarks, that he 
was piously inclined, and though strangers before, they soon 
rejoiced together, seeing they were fellow travellers on the high 
and holy way of Zion. Near thirty years this poor negro had 
been walking in the truth, and yet in the bond of slavery, and 
though, in his own words, “* he was slave now, his massa no set 
him free when he die ;”” yet a Heavenly Master had died and 
set him free forever from a harder slavery—* the bonds of 








216 Sunday School Facts and Anecdotes. 


sin and death.” He stated, that when first converted, his worldly 
minded master sought to turn him aside from the Heavenly way. 
He said, ‘‘ when my massa first find me pray, he give me lash 
thirty time; but O! me pray nezt time too! but! much afraid 
my poor massa have go to bad place; for he die poor sinner, 
never sorry.”” How bright and pleasantly shines the light of 
truth here: it may well remind us of the earliest examples of 
faith and suffering ; so this bumble follower of the Lord Jesus 
was numbered among those, who, through faith and patience, in- 
herited the promises—‘* who endured trials of cruel mockings 
and scourging, being destitute, afflicted, and tormented.”—Heb. 
M1. 36. 

Such are the effects of the Bible ; how very important then the 
instruction of the ignorant in Divine Truth. 


Eawed from Report of Sunday § school No. 10, attached to St. 
George’s Church. 


** About three years since, we received a boy, who had been 
dismissed for some misdemeanor from another school. Being 
of a stubborn disposition and violent temper, we had little hope 
of success ; he, however, remained with us a year, but being 
guilty of improper conduct, left us. Having made some good 
resolutions as to his future behaviour, he returned some months 
after, but soon transgressed, and again left us. At a subsequent 
period, he again returned, but it was only to confirm the opinion 
that on him our labour was spent in vain. The same cause obliged 
him again to leave us, nor was he ever after near the school, ex- 
cept to abuse the teachers, as they conducted the scholars to 
church. From this time he continued to increase in wicked- 
ness, until about six months since, when the Lord was pleased 
to meet him in mercy and turn his wandering feet. From the 
extreme of wickedness, which had at times almost brought his 
parents to the resolution of casting him off forever, be has be- 
come a comfort and consolation to them, is a meek and humble 
follower of the Redeemer, and an ornament to the church of 


which he is a member.” 
THE NEGRO CONVERTS HYMN. 


The simplicity and pious tone, of the following lines must ex- 
euse their bad English ; they were taken down from the actual 
expressions of a poor Negro Christian and were put into the 
hands of the Editor, by the Rev. Charles M. of the Methodist 
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connexion. They are surely dictated in a Heavenly tongue, and 
will touch the sympathies of the Christian heart. We present 
them to our readers, that they may meet the eye of the teachers 
of our interesting schools of coloured adults, hoping that the re- 
cital of them in the ears of their attentive pupils may awaken 
something in their breasts like the pious spirit that seems to 
have dictated them. 
NEGRO CONVERT’S HYMN. 
In de dark wood, no Negro nigh,* 
Den me look Heben,f and send up cry, 
And on me knee so low ; 
Me God, on high, in starry place, 
See me in night, wid teary face,{ 
De good book tell me so. 


God send his angel take me care, 
He come he self and hear me prayer, 
If negro heart do pray— 
He see me now,—he know me here, 
He say, poor negro, neber fear, 
Me wid you night and day. 


So me lub§ God wid inside heart,|| 

He fight for me—he take me part— 
He sabe% me life before— 

God lub poor negro, in de wood, 

So me too lub—to lub how good ! 
Me pray him two time more.** 


* «¢ My soul shall weep in secret places.”—Jeremiah 13, 17. 
+ Heaven. P 
t “Lord all my desire is before thee, and my groaning is not hid 
from thee.”——Psalm 38. 9. 
“Thou art about my path, and spiest out all my ways.”—Psalm 139. 
2. 
* And the Lord God shall wipe away all tears.”——Isaiah 25. 8. 
Love. 
|| My heart crieth out for the living God.”—Psalm 84. 2. 
* Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength.”—Luke 20. 27. 
4 Save. 
** « Evening and morning and at noon-day, will I pray, and he shall 
hear my voice."—Psalm 55. 17. ‘ 
“+ Seven times a day do I praise thee, because of thy righteous judg- 
ments.”——Psalm 109. 164. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN S. SCHOOLS. 


In perusing the British Journal of Education, I find many va- 
luable hints, on the government and management of S. Schools, 
I have selected a few for your present number, and shal! cull 
from its instructive pages such plans as I think may be useful, 
and as can be adopted in our Schools. S. 


From old Bashford General Baptist S. School, England. 


*¢ We have recently adopted the plan of lending tracts to the 
elder scholars, and changing them every Lord’s day : this plan 
appears to encourage greater diligence ; and we trust will, in 
the hand of God, be made a biessing to many.” 


note. It will be perceived that this is on different prin- 
ciples from the loans from the library—it is a gratuitous privi- 
lege to the elder children, and calculated to prove a stimulus to 
them when they might be careless of the reward by privilege of 
the library : and would be affording them a variety of pious and 
useful reading, more rapidly (which is very desirable) than 
would fall into their hands on the regular library plan.—Ed. 


From Bingham, England. 


** A class has been formed from amongst those girls who ap- 
peared under serious impressions of mind, and a certain time ap- 
pointed to meet them ; at which time one of the teachers ques- 
tions them, and gives them suitable advice, according as their 
several cases require, and also explains more particularly the 
nature and importance of experimental religion. The benefits 
resulting from this mode have been already manifested.” 


Note. Might not each teacher, from time to time, make 
such a selection from his class ; and as a husbandman, separating 
his plants of promise, and sheltering them from the sun and 
the storm, while the hardier ones may remain without the ha- 
zard of injuring their growth. Their treatment, as the ignorant 
and unaffected is, that they are yet “‘to be dug about,” to be 
pruned and trained ; to be ploughed and harrowed with the 
assiduous hand of instruction. 
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This plan would be affording additional culture to those dear 
children whose minds are already tenderly affected by lessons of 
piety, and would be defending them from temptations, and wa- 
tering them ; and to change the simile would be as tending and 
cherishing the infant brood, so beautifully expressed by am 
English poet, in his well-drawn picture of a pious teacher. 


** He watched and wept—he prayed, and felt for all ; 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new fledged offspring to the skies. 
He tries each art—reproves each dull delay ;— 
Allures to brighter worlds, and leads the way.” 


See this beautifully illustrated under another simile in Isaiah 
40. 11. ** He shall /eed his flock like ashepherd: he shall ga- 
ther the lambs with his arms,” &c.—Ed. 





[For the Am. S. 8, T. Magazine. ] 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


Mr. Editor—The attention of your readers was lately called 
to the discouragement and difficulty which oppose the progress, 
and beset the path, of S. S. Teachers. Itmay not be improper 
to consider also the encouragement which they have to pro- 
ceed in this glorious cause. 

Ist. The value of the human soul. This is so frequently urg- 
ed, and is so well understood by the teachers themselves, that 
although paramount to every other, to dwell on it would be un- 
necessary. It ought to be, and doubtless is, in a majority of in- 
stances, a more powerful incitement to exertion than any 
other. 

2d. Sunday School Teachers are co-workers with God, in the 
promotion of his high and benevolent purposes, towards this fallen 
world. Isay benevolent purposes, for, although the whole 
scheme of providential dispensations is but one vast plan of be- 
nevolence ; and, although it will be found at the last day that 
the whole mass of iniquity, which rendered earth at times simi- 
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lar to the abode of fiends, and which has depopulated it by 
means of famine. war and pestilence, are only necessary parts of 
that plan ; and although it may, and will be, truly said, at the 
final day of account, that ‘* God has performed his will in the 
armies of heaven, and amongst the inhabiters of the earth,” and 
at the same time, that he is just when he judges, and clear when 
he condemns ; yet inexplicable as it may seem to us at present, 
he has declared in his word, that a great majority of mankind 
are engaged in opposing his will, and the progress of his truth. 
All this sounds like contradiction, and might, in addition to the 
fact that natural and moral evil exist, induce us to question whe- 
ther God were benevolent in his nature, or whether bis purpo- 
ses towards this world, at least, were ofa benevolent character. 
But the question does not admit of a doubt, and might be clearly 
proved by reason unassisted by revelation. God being self- 
existent, infinite in power, so that none can add to or diminish 
his glory, cannot be supposed to require any thing from his crea- 
tures that may be to their harm. Besides, God, whatever be 
his character, cannot but desire the esteem and obedience of 
his creatures. Now, he has actually constituted the human 
mind in such a way that mankind have, in all ages, loved the be- 
nevolent, and hated the malevolent part of their fellow beings. 
This single fact is no small proof that God is a benevolent being. 
Revelation has, however, forever set this question at rest. The 
example of his son is sufficient to make known to man the spirit 
and temper which he approves. To be aco-worker then with 
a being who is pure and perfect benevolence, considered inde- 
pendently of his other attributes, of wisdom, power, omni- 
cience and omnipresence, is in itself, to a virtuous mind, 
the greatest incentive: and if great names in this world have, 
of themselves, added weight to a bad cause, what a dignity does 
it give to our actions, and what encouragement should it afford 
us to proceed, when we recollect that He, whose eye watches, 
and whose word blesses all our labours of love, is God over 
all things ; and that the great of this earth are in his sight 
less than nothing, and ‘‘its inhabitants but as grasshoppers.” 
Let not the Sunday School Teacher then undervalue the dignity 
ef his employment, any more than its effects on a sinful world. 
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3d. Sunday School Teachers should derive encouragement from 
the fact that their labours are eminently patriotic: no govern- 
ment can exist without the aid of religion of somekind. ‘* The 
republics of Greece and Rome,” says an eminent writer of our 
country, ‘‘ existed no longer than they maintained their religion, 
gross and barbarous as was the religion of both.” A more 
modern republic made an experiment to exalt those 
which were ‘‘no Gods,” above the religion of the cross, 
and the result was the overthrow of herself and the slaughter 
of thousands of her citizens. Men gave themselves up to the 
work of destruction in its most horrid form, that of duty and mur- 
der ; and the cries, groans and shrieks of misery were heard from 
one border of her territory to the other. In these cases, po- 
lite learning, of itself, was not a sufficient barrier to iniquity ; 
particularly in the latter, where there were scores of men, 
whose talents and acquirements, bad they been directed to pro- 
per ends, might have been eminently useful to mankind ; but it 
was through the exertions of this very class of men, that this 
great scene of carnage and death was presented to the world. 
The strength of our republican government consists then in the 
morality and virtue of the mass ofher citizens. Whatever tends 
to increase these, gives her stability and strength. In this view, 
Sunday School Teachers are the best friends of their country. 
They do not aim, indeed, at making their pupils statesmen and 
heroes ; but, at what is infinitely more important, of making 
them virtuous and happy ; and experience has proved long since 
that a more effectual method, for the accomplishment ofthis end, 
cannot be found, than is presented in religious instruction. 

4, The Sunday School is a place which may be rendered highly 
useful to the Teacher himself: The benefits thus derived are of 
various kinds. In many instances the Sunday School has pro- 
ved to the teacher, as well as to the learner, the house of God, 
and the gate of Heaven. Young persons who have entered it, 
at first, perhaps, with a view of passing an otherwise tedious 
hour, have, while communicating knowledge, been themselves 
taught of God, and have been added to the number of those 
who shall at last be permitted to walk the streets of the New 

Jerusalem, and be crowned with an unfading wreath of glory. 
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If it is the honour and happiness of the Teacher to be num- 
bered among the people of God, he may derive instruction from 
the disobedience and perverseness of his scholars ; they may 
serve to remind him of his insubordination to one who is infi- 
nitely higher and better than any earthly instructor, and to one 
who has infinitely more and higher claims to his obedience and 
gratitude, than any whom he can instruct. If he is called to exer- 
cise that charity, which not only hopeth, but endureth all things, 
let him remember how great ‘‘ contradiction” his master en- 
dured for sinners. Above all, let him consider, that his path 
is that of obedience, and that ‘to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams.” D. 


RECOMMENDATION OF THIS WORK. 


‘ Sabbath School Union of the District of Columbia and its vicinity. 
Board of Delegates, 2d Presbyterian Church, 


Washington, 13th April, 1824, 
Resolved, that this Union recommend to the several Schools 
under its care the encouragement of the ‘‘ American Sunday 
School Magazine,” published in the city of New-York, and that 
the Secretary furnish a copy of the annual report of this Union 
for publication therein, together with a copy of this resolution. 
Geo. Gixuiss, Secretary. 


With the above, we have had very politely transmitted to us 
the first Annual Report of the District of Columbia Sabbath 
Union Society. We most cordially congratulate them on the 
success that has crowned their laudable endeavours. 

The report states, that “ the Union was formed in July, 1823, 
and has under its patronage 14 schools, 77 male and 97 female— 
in all 174 teachers ; and 1029 white, and 250 coloured—in all 
1279 learners. 

They have had two general meetings of the teachers and pu- 
pils under their care, at both of which addresses were deliver- 
ed by several of the clergy. The interesting appearance on 
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these occasions of so many children prevented from committing 
that sin which has, in so many instances, proved the beginning 
of an iniquitous course terminating at the gallows, we mean the 
violation of the Sabbath, and trained up in the paths of morality 
and religion, has not failed to produce a very favourable influ- 
ence in behalf of our institution on the minds of the crowded 
audience who attended. 

In giving the concluding extract we will not refrain from ex- 
pressing our decided approbation of the plan of Union. It re- 
mains a matter of surprise and regret, that there should yet be 
individual societies toiling on without those mutual helps and 
cheering sympathies, that this work of patience requires, and 
which a bond of union would so well secure. The great suc- 
cess of the schools of the district of Columbia flows from their 
“Union.”’ The following is the animating testimony that they 
bear to the fact. 

‘The Union sees new reason to congratulate its members 
on its formation. It has been the means of reviving and giving 
new energy to several schools within its limits which had been 
rapidly declining, and would probably have soon become extinct; 
and it has also tended to encourage those that were in more 
prosperous circumstances ; on the whole, it is confidently be- 
lieved, that the establishment of similar associations, where 
they do not now exist, will have the happiest influence in pro- 
moting the interests of that inestimable blessing to the rising 
generation, the Sabbath day school. Providence has smiled 
upon our efforts, and our hearts are encouraged. While we 
ascribe to him all the glory, let us return with fresh courage 
to the arduous and responsible, but delightful task of training 
immortal beings for the glories and felicities of the paradise of 
God.” 

Dantet Baker, President, 
Geo. Gituiss, Secretary. 
Washington City, 13th April, 1824. 
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[Extracts from the Port Folio of a S. S. Teacher.] 


A THOUGHT ON THE RESURRECTION. 


“ It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glpry”—(i. Cor. 15. 43 ) 


Soft and sweet from the vale spring the seeds of the lower 
That blossom’d last summer on the brow of the hill ; 

I remember how lovely it twined up the bower, 
And foolishly thought to have found it there still. 


But they tell me the whirlwind had rudely been blowing ; 
The full blooming flower had closed its: brief day— 

From the mountains a torrent that way had come flowing, 
And the wind and the flood had quite swept it away. 


They had mourned for the plant, for they loved—they ador- 
ed it ; [gone : 
They had sought out the spot, root and branch were all 
But the spring had returned, and in beauty restored it, 
And the same well-known flower the valley adorned ! 


Nature’s pages thus opened—the lesson how cheering, 
That the death bruised flower should blossom again ; 
Bright Hope ! that the friends that made life so endearing, 
‘* Neath the clods of the valley,” not always remain. 


So the Christian is not without hope in his sorrow, 

Tho’ the wind and the flood sweep his best joys away— 
The spring is returning—the Erernat To-morrow ! 

And in life or in death that “ Light” cheers his day. 


The seed ‘* sown in weakness shall be raised up in power ;” 
Angelic in form it shall spring from the tomb— 

Blest Hope for life’s garden, that every dear flower, 
Like the seed in the valley shall yet again bloom. 


S. W. S. 
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The Editor acknowledges, with gratification, the favonrs of distant corres« 
pondents, and the attentions of valuable city friends. He is desirous that 
the Magazine should be an American production : and although he has — 
valunble selections prepared,and abundant resources; yet preference stall al- 
ways be given to communications , if they are on leading and useful topics. 
He solicits information from experienced teachers on “ improvements in S. 
Schools ¥ 

Notice .of the S. S. Union report, and tie anniversary celebration is de- 
ferred, in order that a more particular account may be given, connected 
with remarks on the manner ef conducting the S.S. Anniversary in New- 
York, differing, we believe, from apy other of our sister societies. 








